FAMILY MATTERS

R. Ishmael taught: Great is peace, for even of the Grea
wahthbehm&y.“thl_idyO&
blessed be He, say that it may be blotted out in water,
for the purpose of making peace between husband anc

¢

‘Where you been?® She amswered: "I was sitting .
listening 1o the voice of the preacher.” Said he to her.

‘I sweart 1 will pot Jet you enter here until you go and

spit in the face of

AND ISRAEL SAID UNTO JoseErK: Now LET ME
@ DIE (xuvr, 30). Hananiah b, Hakinai and R. Simeon _
b. Yohai went to study Torah under R. Akiba at Bnei ©
Brak? and spent thirteen years there. R. Simeon b.
Yohai used to send letters home and so knew what was -
happening there. Hananiah b. Hakina did not send letters
home and did not know what was happening there, His
wife sent him a message: Your daughter has attained
puberty ; come and arrange for her marriage. Now R.
Akiba learnt this through divine inspiration and announced:
Whoever has 2 daughter of ripe years, let him go and arrange
for her marriage. What did he [Hanania] do? He went to
a well, where he heard the women who drew water say,
'O daughter of Hakina, fill your pitcher and o up [home],? ;°
She went and he followed, until she entered ber”house,
His wife bu’dy sa him when her soul departed. Some say
that it returned.¢ = ™ C ‘ S



@ FOR SAILORS, ONCE IN SIX MONTHS. THESE ARE THE WORDS
or r. eLiezex. R. Beruma' stated in the name of Rab:* The
halachek follows R. Eliezer. R. Adda b. Ahabah, however, scaced
indnmdhb:ﬂbis(hvkwdk.ﬂkxuody.hum
Sgumu!&daumypamywxudy'l‘mhwﬂwudw

two or three years.)

Raba stated: The Rabbes+ relied on R. Adda b. Ahabahs and

acx accardingly at the risk of [losing) their lives.€ Thes R.
who was frequenting [che school] of Rabs at Mabuza?
return home on the Eve of every Day of Atonement. On one
oousioa‘hamsommdbyh’lubiea [that ke forgot o |
"He is coming s00n,9 he is coming soon’.9 As he did noc afrive she
m»w:mw&bepnwh&ubaqs.&

- Vm[atthum]n'ninguamof.'ﬂneroofooﬁpdudu

him and he was killed.'s *

How often* are scholars to perform their marical duties?— Rab

Jodah in the name of Samuel replied: Every Friday nighe. "

@

¢B Kt 62.b)

R. Idi said: There was a woman in Sidon, who lived ten years
with her husband, and had borme no child. They went to
R. Simeon b. Yohai, and asked to be divorced. He said to
them, ‘As your coming together was with a banquet, so let your
separation be with a banquet.' They agreed, and made for
themselves a holiday and a banquet, and she made her husband
drink more than cnough. When his mind returned to him, he
said to her, ‘My daughter, look out what is most precious to
you in my house, and take it, and go to your father's house,’

What did she do? When he had gone to sleep, she beckoned |

to her servants and handmaids, and said to them, ‘Carry him on
the mattress to my father's house.” In the middle of the night
he woke up, and he said to her, ‘ Whither have I been brought?*

She said, “To the house of my father." He said to her, ‘What

have I to do there?' She said, ‘Did you not tell me lase p;
to take what was most precious to me from your house, angq
go with it to the house of my father? There is nothing in ¢
world more precious to me than you." They went back
R. Simeon b. Yohai, and he prayed for them, and they Werg;
given a child, Hence you may learn that as God “visits’ (Gey
xxi,1) the barren woman, o the righteous “visit’ the bareey
woman. [The meaning apparently is that the influence of d,')
prayer of the righteous Rabbi procured the child.] And, more.

" over, if this woman, who said to her husband that nothing “,'.

to her more precious than he, was blessed by God with a chilg}
how much more will God bless the Israclites who hope day by’
day for God's salvation, and who say, ‘We have nothing more!
precious in the world than thee: “We will be glad and rejoicet
in thee”’ (Cant. 1, 4).  (Cant.R. 1, §1, 2, on 1, 4; f. 8a)



@ 3- R. Abba b. Kahama opened his discourse iting :
! s01d of laughter : It is mingled (Eccl. 11, 2).% If t.hnb’-:d:?:g

feast is disturbed,* of what benefit is the rejoicing? A story
is told of one of the dignitaries of KabuP who gave his son
awiy in marniage. On the fourth day® he invited guests to
his bouse, When they had caten and drunk and made their
hearts merry he said to his son: "Go up and bring us 3
barrel from the upper chamber. When he went up a serpent
it him and he died. He [the father) waited for him to come
down, and as he did not come down, he said: "I will go up
and sec what is the matter with my son.” He went up and
found that he had been bitten by a serpent and was dead,
lying among the barrels. He waited until the guests had
finished their meal and said to them: ‘My masters| Not
to bless my son with the bridegroom’s blessing have you
come, but promounce over him rather the mourner’s
blessing! Have you not come to bring my son under the
bridal canopy? Come, carry him to his gravel® R, Zakkai
of Kabul concluded (the funeral oration) for him: */ serd
of laughter : It is mingled "

R. Aha said: There is a
story of a man who kept on selling his household goods
and drinking wine with the proceeds. Said his sons:
*Our father will leave nothing for us.’ So they plied him
with drink, and made him drunk, and tock him out and
placed him in a cemetery.! Wine merchants passed the
gate of the cemetery, and hearing that a seizure for public
service was to take place in the province, they left their
loads within the cemetery and went to witness the uproar
in the province. The man, waking up from his sleep and
secing 2 skin bottle above his head, untied it and put it
in his mouth. Three days later his sons said: ‘Should
we not go 1o see what father is doing ?* They went and found
him with the wine-skin in his mouth. They said: ‘Even
bere has your Creator not forsaken you. Seeing that He
has given you [wine], we do not know what we should do
to you." They made an arrangement amongst themselves
that the sons should in turn provide him with drink,
one son one day.



R. Me'ir sat discoursing on a Sabbath afterncon in the Hous,
of Study. While he was there, his two sons died, What did thejr
mother do? She laid them upon the bed, and spread a liney
cloch over them. At the outgoing of the Sabbath R. Me'j,
came home, and said to her, ' Where are my sons?’ She

*They went 10 the House of Study." He said, *T did not ses
them there.” She gave him the Heodalah cop, and he said the
blessing for the outgoing of the Sabbath. Then he said again,
*Where are my sons?' She said, ‘They weat to another place,
and now they have returned.’ Then she gave him to eat, sad
he ate and said the blessing. Then she said, ‘I have a questiog,

10 ask you.' He replied, ‘Ask i’ She said, ‘Early to-day 2

man came bere, and gave me something to keep for/him; now
he has come back to ask for it again, Shall we retymn it 1o hisy
ornot?” He replied, * He who has received ing on

misst surely return it to its owner.” She replied, “Without your
knowledge I would not retwrn it.' Then she took him by the
hand, and brought him up to the bed, and took away the clog,
and he saw his sons lying dead upon the bed. Then he begm
10 weep, and said about cach, ‘O my son, my son; O my Rabbi,
my Rlbbim!‘,uy sons, as all men would say; Rabbi,
because gave light to their father’s face through their
knowledge of the Law,' Then his wife s3id to him, *Did yea
not say to me that one must returm a deposit to its owaer)
Does it not say, “The Lord gave, the Locd took, blessed be

£

the name of the Lord"?* (Job 1, 21). So she comforted him
and quieted his mind,

®

(Midr.Prov. xxx1, 10, f. 54b)

Later*« he's was engaged in preparations for the marriage of his
son into the famidy of R. Jose b. Zimra. It was agreed that he¢
should spend twelve years at the academy.'7 When the girl was led
beforehim'® he said to them, "Let i2** be six years”. When they made
her pass before him [a second time] ke said, ‘I would rather marry
[her &rse] and then proceed [to the academy]’. He felt abashed
before his father, but the latter aid to him, ‘My son, you** have
the mind of your creator; " for in Scripeure it is written first, Thou
bringest thess in and plastest them™* and later it &s written, And Lt

them moke Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell awong them.! [After the
marriage] he depirted and spent twelve years at the academy. By
the time he returned his wife® had lost the power of procreation.
“What shall we do?', said Rabbi. "Should we order him to divorce
ber, it would be said: This poor soul waited in vain! Were he to
marry another woman, it would be said: The latter is his wife and
the other his mistress.’ He prayed for mercy to be vouchsafed to
her, and she recovered.



